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Montana Tax News You Can Use 
  An e-newsletter for tax preparers and those interested in the state's tax system 

  

Estimated payment voucher booklets for 2014 

Until last year, taxpayers who use preparers were getting estimated tax payment vouchers from both the Department of 
Revenue and from their preparers and were unsure about which voucher to use. To reduce this confusion and save the 
state some money, several accountants suggested that we discontinue mailing estimated tax payment vouchers to 
taxpayers who used preparers in 2012. We decided to take the accountants up on their suggestion and, this year, 
stopped mailing vouchers to those taxpayers. This has reduced our printing and mailing costs significantly. Paper 
payment vouchers are still available on our website or by calling us toll free at (866) 859-2254.   

  

Electronic payment options are fast, convenient and secure 
  
Taxpayers now have several options for making electronic tax payments. Here are some of the most popular methods: 
  

1. Electronic funds withdrawal - available when you electronically file your state and federal returns at the same 
time. You can authorize a payment withdrawal from your financial account on the date you choose (but no later 
than April 15). There is no fee for an electronic funds withdrawal. 

2. Taxpayer Access Point (TAP) - a secure way for individuals or businesses to make a payment by e-check 
withdrawal or by debit/credit card. There is no fee for an e-check withdrawal, but fees are applied when paying 
with a debit/credit card. TAP is a free electronic service for accessing your Montana tax account information and 
more. 

3. Income Tax Express (ITE) - a secure way for individuals to make a payment by e-check withdrawal or by 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001k0ARbqfMSFq50A7YA7XqCB77DOTskW82pXnvAfPYa7z-bwM_qmJTJ0R5ELqg-tWKxlPUYWUi9dOf7kCS6qOvhlq8HqRHCwGadIJ2-LY3350gQqeQV4IVMXSp6bNu2imXH5R6MOD9BCZmXNhuCaX9QgGIYU9xc0nqbYUfzjnrjG7LtkT405rI9zjkAysroxwaRqLch0dq_mWbvM51sDSB7DdTGzrGcvcqEKODeDil_uHkEw6LtDv2gUzxPp9hs6Rx&c=FSLZH5Ohh8EgaSKih6Dv9DFFZoWHR-uEAfICYm-iZbzeeiYNEly7MA==&ch=ufXhgcd7Y9RcZBB8hrG5TxIJulAoDPk0G9A_b7PgEGUCvfY4fXl3PQ==


debit/credit card. You can use ITE for paying current or past year state individual income taxes or estimated taxes 
online. See ITE instructions for more details. There is no fee for a checking/savings account withdrawal, but fees 
are applied when paying with a debit/credit card.   

4. Mobile Payment. lTE also allows you to pay your tax using a smart phone or other mobile device. Payments can 
be made by e-check withdrawal or debit/credit card. Another option for Android users currently includes 
downloading the MT Income Tax Express app. 

5. ACH credit payment. We encourage businesses to make payments electronically. Available for more than 40 tax 
types, ACH credit payment is a convenient and secure way for businesses to do so. To view the instructions 
businesses need to participate in the ACH credit payment program, click on the "Business Tax" tab on our Online 
Services web page and scroll to the bottom. 

  
Visit our website at revenue.mt.gov for more payment options. 
  
  

Allocating payments on individual tax returns when using married filing separately status  

  
When your clients file as married filing separately on the same form and make estimated payments, we allocate those 
payments as we receive them. Only estimated payments can be allocated, and we apply them to one spouse or 
another according to the voucher we receive or the comments written on the memo line of the check.  

Your clients can use Line 58 on Form 2 to reallocate estimated payments when they file the return. Our computer system, 
however, does not automatically reallocate based on the return, which means there may be instances when the payment 
allocation does not match the return allocation. In some situations, the department's staff will manually reallocate 
payments following the direction provided on the return as closely as possible. This may create a slight delay in 
processing the return. We therefore encourage your clients to determine how they want those payments allocated when 
making the payments and before filing. 
  
If your clients are unsure how the payments were allocated, they should log into Taxpayer Access Point or contact the 
department before they file a return to verify that we have applied the estimated payments to the intended spouse.  
  
Also, Montana income tax withheld, reported on line 55 of Form 2, must be reported by the spouse whose name appears 
on the Forms W-2 and 1099.   
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Receiving an extension on a Montana individual income return  

To qualify for an automatic, six-month extension to file a Montana individual income tax return, taxpayers need to, by April 
15, have paid either (1) 90% of their current year Montana income tax liability or (2) 100% of their prior year Montana 
income tax liability. Taxpayers also qualify for an extension if their 2013 tax liability is $200 or less. 
  
To ensure they have met the requirements listed above and to see if they need to make an extension payment, taxpayers 
should review and complete Montana Form EXT-13, Extension Payment Worksheet. If an extension payment is 
necessary, they can pay it online by going to our homepage and clicking on "Online Services" or with a check by using 
the tax payment voucher from the bottom of Form EXT-13. 
  
Please remember that filing a federal request for an extension does not have any bearing on receiving a Montana 
extension. 
  
A valid Montana extension gives taxpayers until October 15, 2014 to file. Unless taxpayers qualify for the extension 
because their tax liability is $200 or less, an extension of time to file is not an extension of time to pay. Late pay penalties 
and interest begin accruing on April 15 until the tax liability is paid in full. 
  
  

Extended hours at the call center 

  
Anyone who has questions about filing taxes can call the department's call center toll free at (866) 859-2254 or in Helena 
at 444-6900. Regular call center hours are Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
  
We will be extending those hours during the last week of tax season. On April 10 and 11, we will be available from 7 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. On Saturday, April 12, we will be available from 10 a.m. to  2 p.m. And on April 14 and 15, we will be available 
from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.  
   
   

Approved tax software for 2013  
  
Every year tax software vendors seek approval to participate in the Montana federal/state electronic filing program. We 
test the software of each vendor to ensure that it's compatible with our electronic filing system. You can find the latest 
approval status of each product here. 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001k0ARbqfMSFq50A7YA7XqCB77DOTskW82pXnvAfPYa7z-bwM_qmJTJwCF85RL4O_gL9jWWwC58rD7VkJdq9hyknAUBt46xCi3WJ-3Ifp3j8abZyqNZ9BeEPrTEnpvFkATZhgi83raa90Y683vbpKF5oS0Pxf8AuJp6dxB100PbRqdpqI0ZRc_2tzobnbyC87EHEi5ExPu2NqdpZQxD6TbC6EiX5AksY-HKB4GHm9SlEQ=&c=FSLZH5Ohh8EgaSKih6Dv9DFFZoWHR-uEAfICYm-iZbzeeiYNEly7MA==&ch=ufXhgcd7Y9RcZBB8hrG5TxIJulAoDPk0G9A_b7PgEGUCvfY4fXl3PQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001k0ARbqfMSFq50A7YA7XqCB77DOTskW82pXnvAfPYa7z-bwM_qmJTJ2Z1eZn7-LgkWXp41dAaVcLUf_ou2xJ43RpySqlGOe_7jct0JVsP7mhJ0QeujtDIHKikFhz2Xl2M87zqdKWPSKbaNZoscam_hP5Dx9iOguRDlspmzENcFh0=&c=FSLZH5Ohh8EgaSKih6Dv9DFFZoWHR-uEAfICYm-iZbzeeiYNEly7MA==&ch=ufXhgcd7Y9RcZBB8hrG5TxIJulAoDPk0G9A_b7PgEGUCvfY4fXl3PQ==
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001k0ARbqfMSFq50A7YA7XqCB77DOTskW82pXnvAfPYa7z-bwM_qmJTJ0XryN1v8rWKwaXCy0jOyAYNM8VI-7lM7RsfRn2AoUJXTwy51UCXbx9fHrL02TH6iqQBQFzu3Ve5uqmjWdk88K1xjSgJUluQT0xGZkR_7YAgnPAr1tJ5t6t5e0sn8WktowYVyUuJ0L0OjuZFGHAgCLeMWHzbS9Gh9SAqrESvLl3QK32_zr28MNJufcU2XwJwf2UmIEEDCaLnKZh0S3zans7GHGfWG0jDBg==&c=FSLZH5Ohh8EgaSKih6Dv9DFFZoWHR-uEAfICYm-iZbzeeiYNEly7MA==&ch=ufXhgcd7Y9RcZBB8hrG5TxIJulAoDPk0G9A_b7PgEGUCvfY4fXl3PQ==


  
For more information, email dore-services@mt.gov.   
  
  

Target tax dates     
  
  
April 15: The deadline for... 
  

 Submitting an application for the Property Tax Assistance Program 
 Filing individual state income tax returns 
 Filing estate and trust income tax returns (Form FID-3) 
 Filing partnership returns (Form PR-1) 
 Filing disregarded entity returns (Form DER-1) for entities owned by partnerships 

  

Tax facts 
  
For 2014, as of April 4... 
  
  

 Total number of individual income tax returns we've processed: 327,685  
 Number of individual tax returns we've received electronically: 303,712 
 Number of business returns we've received electronically: 21,284 
 Number of individual income tax refunds we've issued: 269,239 
 Average amount of refunds: $416 
 Total amount of refunds: $112,003,424 
 Average number of days it's taken us to issue a refund after receiving an electronic return: 3.5  
 Average number of days it's taken us to issue a refund after receiving a paper return: 21  
 Number of fraudulent tax returns we've intercepted: 192 
 Amount in fraudulent refunds we've prevented: $309,727 

 

  
 
Contact us  
  

mailto:dore-services@mt.gov


Visit us online at revenue.mt.gov, email us at DORCustomerAssistance@mt.gov, or call us toll-free at (866) 859-2254 or 
in Helena at 444-6900.  

Follow us on  
 

    
   
   

  
   

Montana Department of Revenue  |  Tax News You Can Use 
edited by Ted Brewer  

   

 
Montana Tax News You Can Use is published weekly during tax season and periodically at other times. It is for anyone who helps people file taxes 

and meet their tax responsibility and for anyone simply interested in the state's tax system. It keeps you posted on what's happening at the 
department, lets you know about new ways of preparing and filing taxes and brings you up-to-date on some of the issues and trends popping up 

during tax season in Montana. To subscribe, please visit the newsroom page on our website and click on the "Tax News You Can Use" tab.  
  

We welcome your suggestions and ideas for articles, as well as your questions and comments. Please send them to DORWritingProject@mt.gov.   
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